Farming with Safffeon

Frequently asked questions

SAFFRICON

SOUTH AFRICAN SAFFRON

1. What kind of saffron corms does Saffricon sell?
Crocus Sativus L.

2. How does the Trial Test Pack work?

It consists of a box with corms, plant nutrition and extra
necessities to start planting saffron. The purpose of the Trial
Test Pack is to perform a trial period to test the viability of
planting saffron in a prospective area.

3. What is saffron used for?

The red saffron stigma/stems are used in food and beverages
such as gin. Essential oils are extracted from the flowers and
used in perfume. An extract is also made from the corms for
medicinal use against diseases such as cancer, Alzheimer’s
disease and depression.

4. Why does saffron cost so much?

The harvest of saffron is labour intensive. Everything is done
by hand, e.g., picking flowers and removing the red stigmas.
The demand for saffron is high, but the supply is low.

5. Why was it not planted in South Africa decades ago?
No one knows why, not even Google has an answer. The
South African climate makes this country ideal for planting
saffron and it is expensive to import saffron.

6. What are the ideal soil and climatic conditions?
Winter rainfall and sandy loam soil are ideal, but saffron can
be planted anywhere, if the soil is manipulated. The corms
should not be left in water as it causes fungal diseases. Soil
should be well-drained and only moist. A semi-desert tem-
perature, such as cold night temperatures and hot day tem-
peratures, is ideal. The crop is frost-resistant and therefore
the ideal winter crop.

That is why Saffricon has introduced the Trial Test Pack, to
be able to test different areas, and evaluate each area before
farming saffron on a larger scale.

7. How much irrigation water does saffron need?
Between 250 to 300 mm irrigation water per season. Once
the plants enter a dormant period in October, they no longer
need to be irrigated until the mid-end of February.

8. How much land do | need to farm with saffron?

A quarter of a hectare would be good for a start. With saffron
farming, five hectares is a big business due to the amount of
labour required per hectare during the flower harvest, which
lasts two to three weeks.

9. How many workers do | need?

As flower production increases during the 3-year growth
period, four workers per hectare will probably be needed in
year 1 and three to twenty workers per hectare by year 3.

10. What are the risks?

The risks are very low, but it depends on the farmer whether
he/she takes control of problems as mentioned in question 6.
The corms should not be planted in clay soil. Too much water
that does not drain causes fungal diseases and clay soil will
also not allow optimal corm multiplication to take place. We
have not had any plant diseases yet. The corms are immersed
in a solution of Analog Tricoderma during planting.

11. What insects and pests attack the corms and flowers?
Porcupines and rabbits are problem animals, but an elec-
trified fence is effective. Moles and field mice like to eat the
corms, so you should look out for this and act immediately

if necessary. In some instances there were crows, as well

as beetles eating the flowers, but an effective solution is to
harvest the flowers early in the morning before the beetles
became active.
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079 454 7790 for further inquiries or send
an email to info@saffricon.com
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